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The Department for Communities and Local Government has announced a consultation on plans to 
streamline the planning process. A copy of the full document is available at 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/2169897.pdf 

The Killian Pretty Review in 2008 recommended that information requirements for all planning applications 
should be made clearer, simpler and more proportionate.  A range of changes were made and planning 
application validation requirements were made much clearer.  Concerns still persists in the business 
sector about disproportionate information requirements.  

Summary 
 
The paper seeks views on two sets of changes to secondary legislation and one change to the standard 
application form as follows: 

Information requirement for outline applications - Proposal A 

The consultation states that the information required at outline stage has grown with applicants reporting 
that outline applications can be as costly and time consuming to prepare as full applications, whereas they 
should be about establishing purely the acceptability of the principle of a particular type of development. 

The Government therefore seeks views on the proposal to reduce the nationally prescribed information 
requirements for outline applications which relate to issues dealt with under subsequent reserved matters 
applications, such as details of layout and/or scale. The use or uses proposed and the amount for each 
use would still be stipulated. 

The Government also questions whether: 

 their proposal to retain the national requirement for access points to be indicated in the outline 
planning application, even where access is reserved is agreeable, 

 there is merit in reviewing the content of Design and Access Statements where provided in 
support of outline applications, and 

 any additional changes could be made to further reduce unnecessary requirements at outline 
stage. 

Local Information Requirements - Proposal B 

The consultation states that there is currently little opportunity for an applicant to challenge a request for 
any particular piece of information to be provided in support of a planning application. Invalidation and the 
provision of missing information can affect the costs of submitting applications and the ability of a 
prospective applicant to apply for planning permission. 

The Government considers that in light of the publication of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) current local lists prepared prior to this will contain some requirements that are, or will, no longer 
be applicable.  A local list contains information requirements that the local planning authorities produce 
and apply at the local level. 
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The Government therefore proposes strong encouragement for local planning authorities to keep their 
local information requirements under frequent review and suggests it should be undertaken on a two 
yearly basis. The Government questions whether the principle of regular review is agreeable and if a two 
yearly basis is appropriate. 

Proposal C – Amalgamate standard application forms for agricultural land declarations and ownership 
certificates to reduce confusion when submitting an application.  

The Government is seeking to reduce the number of invalid applications caused by the agricultural land 
declaration not being signed, which subsequently has time and cost implications for the LPA and 
applicants. To prevent invalidation on such a technicality the Government proposes to amalgamate the 
form by including reference to agricultural tenants within the ownership certificate and deleting the 
separate agricultural land declaration. 

The Government therefore seeks views on whether this is agreeable and also if the standard application 
form could be further rationalised. 

Further Consideration 

Finally for this consultation, the Government seeks views on whether there are any further changes that 
could be made in respect of information requirements for planning applications to complement the above 
proposals. 

Commentary 

The property industry has long complained about the amount of supporting documentation required to 
validate and determine planning applications. Significant delays and associated costs are caused by the 
level of information sought or not submitted in accordance with the requirements. 

The requirements are often open to interpretation or simply not justified, considering the minor scale or 
type of the proposal, and are ultimately controlled by the LPA. Therefore any measures to lessen these 
onerous, costly and often unnecessary burdens must be welcomed. 

However, a balance is necessary. For example with regard to outline applications consideration must be 
had to how the reduction of validation information fits with European legislation requiring an Environmental 
Impact Assessment and the potential for an increase in the risk of Judicial Review if information is not 
provided. 

Please respond before the closing date by submitting responses to the questions asked and/or comments 
to info.requirements@communities.gsi.gov.uk and copying in info@civicvoice.org.uk  

This consultation does not propose changes to the following: 

 Design and Access Statements. Requirements for these have already been scaled back, and the 
Government does not wish to undermine the ability to promote good design through the planning 
system. However it is open to views for changes that could be made, especially at the outline 
stage (see question 4) 

 Local planning authority powers to decline to determine an outline application if they are unable to 
do so unless further details (relating to ‘reserved matters’) are submitted2 

 Requirements in respect of other regulations such as Environmental Impact Assessments3 and 
the Habitats Regulations 
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