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Why engage with young people? 
 
Working with schools topped the 2009 poll of things civic societies most want to be 
doing.  Yet it is still a minority of civic societies who get involved.  This briefing provides 
advice and ideas on closing the gap.  We know that early experiences as children 
influence adult’s later behaviour and their attitudes as the voters, leaders, parents and 
decision-makers of tomorrow.  We also know that children and young people have much 
to offer now as citizens in their own local environment – with views that need to be heard 
and as volunteers undertaking practical work and getting involved. 
 

What can civic societies do? 
 
There is a host of different ways that civic societies 
can engage and involve young people.  Some 
groups have created a youth section.  Others 
involve schools and youth groups in activities or 
competitions.  Some invite the views of young 
people or may even have them on their committee.  
Others seek young volunteers for their practical 
work or to help with a website or using social media.  
Some take advantage of the opportunity to share 
knowledge and experience both ways across the 
generations.  More involve families in their activities. 
 

What is engaging? 
 
Young people are no different to everyone else – 
they like to get involved in things that interest them 
and which are fun.  You can provide information, 
ask for their views, recruit them as volunteers, invite 
them to get involved in events and competitions or 
work in partnership with groups.  Remember young 
people are more used to getting involved online and 
communicating by messenger.  It is also helpful to 
provide opportunities with a range of time 
commitments which suit a student lifestyle. Why not 
ask some of them to help you develop a programme 
that works.  Don’t forget to offer prizes and rewards.  

Ideas for involving young 
people 
 

 Practical work - planting, painting, 
clear-up 

 Set up a young civic society 
 Have young people on your 
committee 

 Produce an oral history – with 
contributions from young and old 

 Run a family fun day with a civic 
theme 

 Run competitions for schools or 
youth groups 

 Invite young people’s views on 
what matters in your area 

 Improve your website or use of 
Facebook and twitter 

 Hold a photographic competition 
on Flickr 

 Design a poster, logo or leaflet  
 Run an event to produce a smart 
phone app 

 Get young people to produce a 
local newspaper for a day 

 Nominate and research blue 
plaque proposals 
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Commitment  
 
Involving young people can take time and commitment.  At first you might want to try out 
some simple ideas with a clear start and finish.  This might help build confidence and 
make links for a longer term programme.  Lasting success will require a strong 
commitment from your civic society and some dedicated volunteers. 
 
Involving young people is a two way street.  It is a 
chance for them to get involved in new things and 
learn new skills.  It is also an opportunity for civic 
volunteers to learn new ways of doing things.  
Young people have far more to offer than they are 
often given the chance to provide.  Equally, the 
results may be unexpected and you might 
sometimes feel out of control.  It is important to work 
with the grain of how young people think and work 
and encourage others in your civic society to do the 
same. 
 
You will want to consider the image of your group 
and how to make it appealing to all generations.  It 
will also be important that you have a strong 
commitment from your civic society and you think 
about how you communicate your work.  Depending 
on the project you may need to sort out CRB checks 
(www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk). 
 

Working with schools 
 
There are some particular opportunities which come 
from working with local schools and it is worth: 
 

 Finding out where you can best fit with the syllabus and teaching priorities 
 Building personal contacts with teachers and governors 
 Offering schools a special membership of your local group 
 Doing things which help the school - from planting trees in the grounds, being the 
focus of a geography project or help with Learning outside the Classroom 

 

Making other links 

 
There are many places other than schools to make local links with young people, 
including youth groups, Scouts and Guides, Duke of Edinburgh schemes, local 
universities and colleges and activities run by local libraries and museums. 
 
 
 

Examples 
 

 Blackpool Civic Trust regularly 
has teenagers attend events 
as official photographers 

 Hale Civic Society has 
established the Jabberwocks – 
a junior section for under 16s  

 The Oxton Society regularly 
works with the local youth club 
on cleanup projects 

 Buntingford Civic Society 
organises an annual essay 
competition for young people 

 Several civic societies have 
schools as “corporate 
members” 

 Bradford Civic Society recently 
launched a young 
photographer competition and 
exhibition 

 Leicester Civic Society has 
well established Twitter and 
Facebook accounts 
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