
       

Focus on 
fundraising 

Civic Voice is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England number 7142946 | Charity registration number 1134476 

This briefing is full of ideas about how you can raise money and have fun! 
 

Just ask 
 

 Make it easy for people to donate and join by 
Standing Order 

 Put a membership leaflet through every door in 
your neighbourhood  

 Draw attention to a collection bucket at meetings 
and other events - spare change will quickly add 
up! 

 Run a local Lotto or 100 club – with a regular 
prize draw  

 Do a sponsored run / swim / bike ride and gather 
donations through a charity giving website (e.g. 
http://bit.ly/2Aay9B)   

 Make sure local solicitors know you accept 
legacies and encourage legacy giving in your 
members newsletter 

 

Host a party 
 

 With games such as bingo, croquet, cards or a 
quiz 

 With TV broadcasts such as a sports match or 
Eurovision  

 Run a wine tasting or cocktails event with a 
donation for every glass 

 Outdoors with a picnic or BBQ in a garden or 
park 

 Pot luck meal where everyone brings some 
(veggie/vegan/Asian) food to share 

 

Hire a venue 
 

 For a DIY disco or karaoke or barn dance 
 Run an open mic, poetry reading or cabaret night 
 For a film screening with discussion or drinks afterwards 
 Host a civic pub quiz with prizes 

General tips 
 

 Make it fun - it’s not just 
about money and the best 
activities for bringing in new 
people and support are 
those people enjoy  

 Minimise costs by borrowing 
what you need or having it 
donated or getting other pro 
bono support 

 Don’t forget a simple raffle 
and donation bucket 
whenever you have a 
meeting 

 Have an attractive and lively 
membership leaflet and don’t 
forget to ask for donations 
(with Gift Aid) 

 You can charge for events 
and fundraise too 

 Remember to get permission 
from your council or private 
manager for public 
collections and stalls  

 Sell tickets in advance – and 
offer an early bird discount 

 Remember to use your 
website for membership and 
donations 

 Don’t forget to thank donors! 
 
 

http://bit.ly/2Aay9B
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Use your grey matter 
 

 Provide a guided walk and talk (or slideshow) on local history or wildlife 
 Offer a talks service to other organisations and recruit who turns up  
 Run a ‘Café Scientifique’ style event - invite a scientist or other expert to speak at 
local eatery, with a discussion over the meal 

 Produce and sell a town trail leaflet 

 

Money for stuff 
 

 Hold a car boot sale / garage sale 
 Host a clothes swapping party 
 Auction donated goods on eBay 
 Auction things or donated experiences with a 
lively auctioneer 

 Host a Silent Auction where goods/promises 
are displayed and bids invited 
(http://bit.ly/14lCRn)  

 Pack shopping at the local supermarket to 
raise funds and awareness 

 Set up an affinity on your website, such as 
with Amazon, so you receive a share of the 
money spent  

 Set up a book / CD / DVD / video stall 
 Sell homemade cakes, chocolates, 
conserves, soap, cards, crafts, etc 

 Sell your surplus plants, allotment produce, 
compost and manure 

 Make and sell a cookbook of members’ 
favourite recipes 

 Compile and sell a CD of tracks donated by 
local bands 

 Ask ethical local businesses to donate raffle 
prizes (in return for good publicity) 

 Print your own T-shirts, bookmark or other 
merchandise, and sell them at above cost 
price 

 Run a photo competition for use in a local 
calendar to print and sell 

 

Increase your funds! 
 

 Set up an eBay shop for donations 
 Ensure people can join and donate to your group online 
 Ask members to leave a legacy in your newsletter or magazine 
 Charge for events and always request donations 
 Register for Gift Aid - it is one of the simplest and most effective ways of giving to 
charity as you can claim at least 25 pence back for every pound donated 
(http://bit.ly/1K7iwh)  

Secret Garden scheme 
 
The Oxton Society on the Wirral 
raised £25,000 through its Secret 
Garden scheme.  How did it do it? 
 

 In May 2010 over 5,000 visitors 
enjoyed the Secret Gardens of 
Oxton 

 30 private gardens opened for 
people to look round 

 Village businesses made 
donations in cash or kind  

 People purchased one ticket to 
access all the gardens - £5 
advance and £7 on the day 

 Raffles were run throughout the 
event 

 Stalls sold cakes and juice raised 
funds 

 Entertainment was provided 
throughout the village for young 
and old 

 Visitors were invited to join 
 Success required lots of advance 
publicity – especially posters, 
door-to-door flyers, ward 
newsletters, advert in local paper 
and word of mouth 

 The event has been going 10 
years 

 Read more here 
http://bit.ly/9ssZK9  
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