
       

Making your own 
videos 
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This briefing provides guidance on the different resources available to help you make your own 
video.  A video can be an excellent way of promoting your group or raising the profile of an issue 
or campaign.  It is simple to do and many civic societies have produced videos that make an 
impact.  With the wider availability of low priced video cameras and editing software, more local 
community groups are using video on the web to promote themselves and their causes. 
 
There are a number of different sources of support available: 
 
Online 

There is a wealth of information on making your own video available on the internet.  We have 
selected a few websites and links below to get you started: 
 
The Media Trust - This provide charities and voluntary organisations with the skills they need to 
raise awareness of their cause and improve their communications, including online information, 
workshops and consultancy services. 
 
www.mediatrust.org  
 
BBC - There is a useful article and video giving top tips on how to make a video news report:  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/school_report/student_reports/8472052.stm 

How to avoid the 5 Deadly Sins – this short video shows the main mistakes people new to video 
making should avoid: 
 
www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-avoid-5-deadly-sins-amateur-video-292681/ 

VideoMaker.com - this website is dedicated to creating and publishing video online: 
 
www.videomaker.com  
 
Books and guides 

There is a wide range of books and guides to video making.  The following are aimed at people 
new to film making, and cover the basics of planning, filming, editing, distribution, and funding. 
They are available from online and high street bookstores and your local library may be able to 
get a copy for you. 

How to Make Your Own Video or Short Film: All You Need to Know to Make Your Ideas Shine 
Bob Harvey, How To Books, 2008 
 
Filming on a Microbudget, Paul Hardy, Pocket Essentials, 2008 
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http://www.videomaker.com/
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Obtaining help from others 
 
You may feel your group doesn’t have the time or skills to make a video, so why not try to get 
someone else to do it for you?  Many schools and colleges run media courses, and will have the 
equipment and skills for the job.  Making a short film about an issue of local interest could be 
good for them as well as you, and has the advantage of bringing young people into your 
campaigns.  The key is to approach them with a well thought out idea for a short film, and 
highlight the advantages to them for making it. 
 
Alternatively, you could approach a small independent film maker, local film making club or 
society.  There are many small film festivals around the country which can be a source of 
contacts, and you can find them online here www.britfilms.com/festivals/browse/?c=73   
 
 
Examples of local video  

There are many examples of local groups making good use of video.   

Leicester Civic Society  

Leicester Civic Society made very effective use of video in its campaign to protect the Bowstring 
Bridge from demolition.  These two videos tell the story of why this structure is so important and 
what it means to local people. 

www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/news.asp?item=72 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1P8cME98KY&feature=channel  

Felixstowe TV 

This local news website that has grown over the past 5 years to over 500,000 visits per month 

www.felixstowetv.co.uk  

Loughton TV 

This is a small local video website based in Essex. 

www.loughtontv.com  

Civic Voice’s website also contains a range of video material at:  
www.civicvoice.org.uk/resources/films-and-clips.    

As well as putting videos online there is growing use by local newspapers of videos and even 
Internet TV which may provide other outlets for your work. 

If you are interested in producing your own short film or video, please let us know. If you already 
have one, and would like us to show it on Civic Voice’s website then contact us at 
info@civicvoice.org.uk.   
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