
       

Running a 
photography 
competition 
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This briefing provides guidance on running a local photography competition for Civic 
Day.  It is based on the Love Local theme which is intended to reveal the local DNA of 
different places - what makes them attractive, enjoyable and distinctive and people 
proud of where they live? 

10 simple steps  

1. Agree with your civic society that a photo competition is an activity you will undertake 
for Civic Day  

 
2. Identify a “lead person” in the society and register the activity with Civic Voice here 

http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Civic_Day_EOI.doc  
 
3. Organise the competition so you can announce it beforehand and have all the 

photographs taken during Civic Day to be submitted to you during the following 
week.  You can hold an awards ceremony afterwards and/or announce the winners 
via your newsletter / website and a press release.  Decide if you will have a prize for 
the winner(s) 

 
4. Decide on a suitable theme for the photographs – ideally based around the Love 

Local theme – what makes the area attractive or enjoyable or distinctive?  What 
makes people proud of where they live?   

 
5. Decide if you want to have competitions for different age groups (e.g. 12 and under, 

teenagers, adults). If you do, remember that different age groups will respond to 
different prizes! 

 
6. Think about how people can best people submit images. Remember that people can 

take photographs with mobile phones so you may need to allow people to “text” 
entries as well as emailing or `uploading to a website.  You could set up a Flickr 
account and ask people to upload images there and also send you their details.  
Make sure everyone entering is aware that they are allowing you to use the images 
as you see fit 

 
7. Remember to thank everyone who submits an image and invite them to the award 

ceremony/exhibition and to join the society 
 
8. Decide who the winners will be? You could consider a public vote (if you can 

promote the images in the local paper or online) or identify a small judging committee 

http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Civic_Day_EOI.doc
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from people within the society or invite some local well known figures to decide the 
winners.  Arrange a meeting with these people as soon as possible after all entries 
have been submitted 

 
9. After you have decided on the winners, you may want to organise an exhibition to 

show to the public.  Or talk to your local paper about printing the best photos.  You 
may even consider using the winners to form the basis of a society calendar for the 
next twelve months? 

 
10. Remember to submit the winning entries to Civic Voice’s Flickr page 

www.flickr.com/photos/civicvoice as part of the national Love Local campaign and 
email us the winners at info@civicvoice.org.uk  

 
More information 
  
Civic Day   www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/civic-day  
Love Local   www.civicvoice.org.uk/campaigns/love-local  
Darwen Civic Society  www.cottontown.org/page.cfm?pageid=5064&language=eng  
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