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Proposals to widen the definition of Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

 
Introduction 
 

The Government is currently consulting on the possibility of extending the Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Planning regime to business and commercial projects.  This will allow developers 

of nationally significant business or commercial projects to apply to the Secretary of State for the 

option of using the streamlined planning regime set out in the 2008 Planning Act.   

 

The Government say that the proposed reforms will deliver a swifter, more efficient planning 

process while ensuring interested parties can continue to be heard.  

 

The consultation closes on the 7th January 2013. The consultation document is available at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/15333/extending_t
he_regime_to_business.pdf  
 
What is the 2008 Planning Act? 

 
The Planning Act 2008 was intended to speed up the process for approving major new 
infrastructure projects such as airports, roads, harbours, energy facilities (such as nuclear power 
and waste facilities) - projects that are of national importance.  
 
Summary 
 

The 'Extending the regime consultation', proposes that large office, research and development, 

manufacturing and warehousing developments would be among the types of developments that 

could be categorised as major infrastructure under the proposals and which could opt-in to the 

Planning Act regime. 

 

The category would only apply to projects in England, and the Secretary of State for DCLG 

would make the decisions on them.  Projects in London would need the Mayor's consent.    
 
The headline measures include: 

The consultation sets out some types and thresholds for consideration, along with criteria for 

determining whether a project is "nationally significant" but, importantly, schemes which include 

housing will not fall within the scope of the regime - and the proposal also is that retail 

development too would be excluded. 

 

Retail: The Government's position is not to include retail schemes, but the consultation seeks 

views whether retail developments should be allowed to proceed under the Planning Act. 

 

Housing: Contrary to the Government’s stated intention back in September that major 

residential applications would also be included in the Planning Act regime the consultation states 

that development developments "that include a permanent element of housing cannot be 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/15333/extending_the_regime_to_business.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/15333/extending_the_regime_to_business.pdf


  2 

directed into the nationally significant infrastructure planning regime".  No views are sought on 

this. 

 

National Policy Statement: The consultation seeks views on whether new NPSs are required, 

but the Government's view is clearly that they are not; the consultation states, "Given the wide 

range of developments which could be included within the new commercial or business 

category, and the focus on providing this as an opt-in route for developers with the vast majority 

of business and commercial applications remaining with local authorities for decision, we do not 

think the case for one or more NPSs is strong." 
 
So what is nationally significant? 

 
In the Secretary of State’s view national significance can be determined when considering a 
relevant request (i.e. application for a development to be considered through this new route) 
in a number of ways including:  
 

 The physical scale of the proposed development or the project;  
 The possible impacts of the proposed development or project; particularly if it has 
significant effects beyond their immediate locality;  

 The location of the proposed development or project and whether that gives rise to 
substantial cross-boundary or national controversy;  

 The potential economic impact where a proposed development may have significant 
impact on economic growth;  

 For proposed minerals extraction, the rarity and importance of the mineral; and  
 Whether issues of national security or which involve foreign Governments are 
involved.  

 
The Secretary of State may request additional information from a developer if he is unable to 
reach a clear view on whether a project is, or is not, of national significance. As each project 
will be different, the Secretary of State will reach a decision on national significance on a 
case by case basis. However, Government are seeking views generally on the factors that 
the Secretary of State might wish to take into account.  
 
Summary 

This is another step away from Localism. Civic Voice regard this as further centralisation of the 

planning system with a shift of major planning decisions from the hands of local authorities to the 

Secretary of State. In bypassing local government and going straight to the Secretary of State 

the proposals also sidestep the plan-led system. Under the 2008 regime the Secretary of State 

does not need to involve the local plan in decision-making. This is essentially a measure that 

creates a system whereby applicants can use differing consent regimes to gain permission.  

 

The consultation closes on the 7th January 2013. The consultation document is available at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/15333/extending_t
he_regime_to_business.pdf  
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