
UttlesfordCase study
Assets of community value

Uttlesford District Council has taken a very proactive approach  
to the creation of assets of community value (ACV), as well 
as other community empowering initiatives. The council has 
listed 171 ACVs including telephone boxes, community centres, 
recreation grounds, pubs, hospitals, shops, allotments, leisure 
centres and cricket grounds.

The council worked with the Rural Community Council for  
Essex to create bespoke nomination forms as well as guidance 
notes for local communities. The possibility of listing ACVs was 
promoted through regular parish council forums and groups  
were encouraged to make submissions.

However, it has not all been plain sailing and a number of issues 
have been overcome along the way.

Disputes within communities
The nomination of ACVs has created a number of disputes  
within communities. These have often occurred because the 
nominating group did not speak to the owner of the potential  
ACV first – resulting in some ill feeling. In one particular case  
the village cricket team were evicted off their privately owned  
pitch after it had been listed. The owner was so cross with the 
parish council for not speaking to them first before submitting  
the ACV that they took legal action to evict the cricket team. 

Local groups vs parish council
In one situation the parish council refused to nominate privately 
owned allotments. This resulted in an allotments association  
being set up which, once properly established, applied for  
and was given listing of the allotments. 

Attempting to stop development
In one parish the council submitted every field surrounding their 
village to be considered for listing. This was an attempt to stop 
development by having all the available land listed as ACVs. 
However, the fields were in normal agricultural use and therefore 
did not meet the necessary criteria and were not listed.

“We have promoted ACVs 
as they are a fantastic 
way of protecting those 
services or areas which 
communities hold most 
dear and that are essential 
for local life to continue. 
The process also helps 
local communities to come 
together and decide what 
is most important and to 
work together to protect 
them.”
Andrew Taylor mrtpi,  
assistant director,  
Planning and  
Building Control



Appeals
A number of appeals have been lodged by ACV owners over  
their listing. These appeals are initially held internally with a  
further right of appeal to the Lands Tribunal. In two cases the  
ACV has been delisted, clear cases of no internal favouritism!

Compensation
Compensation is payable if the listing process holds up a sale 
costing the owner money. This occurred in one recently listed 
pub. A parish council had only recently nominated an ACV and 
secured its listing. However, on the property being placed on the 
market for a different use the parish council declined to register  
an interest to purchase. As a result Uttlesford District Council  
had to pay £10,000 in compensation to the owner as a result  
of a lost sale and legal costs. 

It’s not all gloom though!

Successful purchases
We have seen a number of successful purchases go through  
as a result of the listing of ACVs. We have also seen the sale  
of listed properties as going concerns. 

In two situations churches have been purchased by the village to 
provide/continue to provide community facilities. And one church 
was purchased by a homeless congregation. These are happy 
endings, particularly as the owner’s (church authorities) were 
happy to negotiate with the community, and were not just looking 
for commercial gain.

Communities have become engaged with the protection of their 
assets and interest in their commercial future raised. No group 
has yet taken on a commercial premises as a result of the ACV 
process. However, Uttlesford already has two community run 
shops so it’s only a matter of time.
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The Localism Alliance collectively represents over 
200,000 individuals and nearly 10,000 grassroots 
organisations across England
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TOP TIPS
 Speak to your 

community about 
possible sites

 Speak to Localism 
Alliance members about 
possible support

 Contact your council 
to start the process


