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APPG for Green Belt  

Nick Boles attends the first meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Group on the Green Belt. 

 

Chris Skidmore, the Conservative MP for Kingswood, Bristol, has set up an All Party Parliamentary 

Group on the Green Belt.  About 50 MPs from both sides of the house have signed up and its 

inaugural meeting was held on July 15.  Mr. Skidmore said that the group was focused specifically on 

the issue of development in green belt, rather than greenfield land or the countryside more generally.  

He said: "This is not a ‘NIMBY’ group that’s anti-development in any way. "We are hoping to 

safeguard green belt for the future." 

 

The Group held its first public meeting on Monday 15 July to discuss the Government’s policy on the 

Greenbelt.  5 MPs attended including Mr. Skidmore, Julian Sturdy, MP for York Outer and group 

secretary Guy Opperman, MP for Hexham. Many members of this group are also members of the All 

Party Parliamentary Group for Civic Societies.  

 

Planning Minister Nick Boles made a short introductory statement giving assurances that government 

still regards protection of Green Belt policies as very important and strong protection will continue. 

There would need to be good reasons for any decision to vary green belt boundaries or allow 

development, and any proposals must be subject to wide consultation and must be part of a local 

development plan.  He said: “This Government has increased Green Belt protection by abolishing the 

last government’s top-down regional strategies that sought to delete the Green Belt”.  “National 

planning policy that Green Belt boundaries should only be revised in exceptional circumstances is 

essentially unchanged from the guidance originally published in 1995.”  

 

However despite Mr. Boles faith in the system, and claims that the planning reforms had increased 

green belt protection, it was clear that there is great concern amongst MPs that the loss of Green Belt 

continues, and that government changes may have made the problem worse.  There are increasing 

reports that the Planning Inspectorate is overriding the democratic process, ordering councils to 

review their Green Belt boundaries and release green belt land for development in order to meet their 

housing requirements.  Councils themselves are using the “exceptional circumstances” clause to  

“redesignate” their land to allow building to take place; and boundaries are being changed by councils 

under pressure to provide more land for housing.  

 

The MPs quoted specific cases in their areas, and the Castle Point case in Essex, where Eric Pickles 

had overturned a planning inspector’s decision, was highlighted.  There, in response to overwhelming 

local opposition, the council refused permission for new homes on green belt land but at appeal the 

Planning Inspector overruled the council decision. Mr. Boles claimed that this case demonstrated the 

government’s commitment to protection of Green Belt.  

 

However the reason given for Mr. Pickles’ decision was that the local plan process had not been 

properly followed, and the consultation process had been inadequate,  rather than the value of 

protecting Green Belt.  In reply to a question as to what happens if the Council ignores the 

consultation, Mr. Boles said if the only way they can achieve housing development is by building on 

Green Belt than that is a matter for them: they will be accountable to the electorate.  

 

The APPG is aiming to put together a report in the autumn, with ideas about how green belt should be 

preserved. Mr. Skidmore said  "We don’t want to fall into the simple trend where the belt is continually 

being loosened".  He said a community right of appeal against permission of green belt development 

was among the issues they might explore.  At the moment developers have a right to appeal but a 

community cannot do anything if a council decides to allow a developer to build on an area of Green 

Belt land. Civic Voice is working with Chris Skidmore on introducing a Right of Appeal. You can show 

you support via ww.civicvoice.org.uk  


