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Civic movement annual convention votes to oppose the Government's plans to 
further streamline the planning system 

 

Civic Voice – the national body for the civic movement – has called on the Government to scrap its 

proposed plans to further reform the planning system at its Annual General Meeting. 

 

In a clear message from Civic Voice’s AGM (held in Coventry on 20
th
 October) delegates voted 

unanimously to back a motion calling on the Government to withdraw its proposed planning reforms, 

including measures to allow home owners to build larger extensions (up to 26m) without the need for 

planning permission, a relaxation of permitted development rules for three years, and plans to allow 

developers to appeal directly to the Planning Inspectorate rather than local councils.  

 

Members voted on a campaign to encourage their 75,000+ members to write to local MPs and 

newspapers to maintain pressure on the Government to cancel the reforms. Civic Voice’s “call to 

action will be made available shortly and will be timed to coincide with the release of the consultation 

seeking views on the proposals. 

 

Civic Voice’s Chair, Paula Ridley, said “Civic Voice members reject the notion that good planning is a 

brake on the economy. On the contrary the best designed places are also the most economically 

successful. The barrier to house building arises from borrowing restrictions and economic uncertainty, 

not planning. Investors need certainty and introducing uncertainty through sudden changes to 

planning has negative consequences.” 

 

Paula Ridley continued “Local communities have everything to lose. Neighbours will be pitted against 

each other which could leave everyday England bearing the brunt of damaging development.  We 

need a fair planning system that respects community views and protects everyday places while giving 

everyone a voice. These proposals are the antithesis of Localism.” 

   

Steve Graham, Director of Civic Voice added “If the Government is serious about Localism, they have 

to listen to the concerns coming forward from civic groups, resident associations and local councils. 

We agree with the Government that getting the economy moving is essential, but this proposal is not 

the answer. Our members have today voted for us to coordinate a nationwide campaign to contact 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/index.cfm?method=news.detail&id=106975
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MPs informing them about the civic movement’s concerns. As the civic movement is the most 

numerous participant in the planning system, we hope the Government will listen to our concerns, and 

we will be carrying that message to Ministers in the next few weeks”. 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Civic Voice is the national charity for the civic movement.  We work to make the places where 

everyone lives more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive and to promote civic pride.  We speak up for 

civic societies and local communities across England.  We believe everyone should live somewhere 

they can be proud of and we know how people feel about places because we feel the same way.  

Civic societies are the most numerous participants in the planning system.  Since its launch in April 

2010 Civic Voice has been joined by over 290 civic societies with 75,000 members.  Further 

information is available at www.civicvoice.org.uk including how to join Civic Voice (£10 individuals) 

and contact details for local civic societies. 

Further information 

Steve Graham, Director 07921767650  steve.graham@civicvoice.org.uk  

Ian Harvey, Network and Campaigns Manager,     07877096968    ian.harvey@civicvoice.org.uk   
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