
Introducing the 
Civic Voice National 
Design Award 2015
The Civic Voice National Design Award is  
a new award for 2015 – the inaugural winner 
will be announced at a ceremony hosted by 
the Civic Voice president, Griff Rhys Jones. 

The award will be a celebration of good 
design – a kite mark to be recognised by 
community groups, professionals and local 
government alike. 

The award will also be unique – it will not be 
an award where professionals give an award 
to the work of other professionals. Instead, 
the nominations will be made and supported 
by local communities across the country.

Nominations can be made by civic societies 
or other local community organisations for 
projects they consider make a significant 
contribution to the quality of their built 
environment, whether village, town or city.

Many civic societies already have their  
own award scheme and we hope that these 
will form the basis of these nominations.  
We also hope that national recognition of 
local awards will encourage all civic societies  
to offer their own award.
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Eligibility
Only buildings and projects in England will be 
eligible for the award.

For the 2015 award, any project completed  
after 1 January 2013 and before 31 December 
2014 may be entered.

For the purposes of the competition the word 
‘project’ includes any structure whether new, 
restored, rehabilitated, refurbished, converted  
or conserved; or any significant public realm 
project, such as streetscape works, new or 
restored parks, etc.

Nominations
Nominations can be made by community  
groups and organisations including:

 Civic societies 
 Residents associations 
 Building preservation trusts 
 Neighbourhood forums 
 Town and parish councils 
 Development trusts 
 Local history societies 
 Community arts groups 
  Other community based voluntary 
organisations. 

Projects
Nominations for projects will be considered  
that are examples of:

 New buildings 
  Historic buildings that have been reused  
or refurbished 

  Public realm schemes such as street works, 
conservation area improvements, parks, 
improvements and enhancements of the  
civic realm. 

The judges will be looking for excellence  
in terms of:

 Quality in design and construction 
 Appropriateness 
 Innovation 
 Sustainability 
  Preservation or enhancement of the local 
historic built environment. 

 Community participation and engagement 
 Promoting pride of place.

Procedure and deadline
The closing date for applications for the 2015 
award is 31 March 2015.

Entries must be submitted using the online 
application form at www.civicvoice.org.uk/cda 
(Unless other arrangements have been made  
and agreed prior to the closing date.) 

Judging panel
The judging panel will be established and 
managed by Civic Voice and chaired by a  
Civic Voice trustee.

Panel members will have a knowledge of, and 
interest in, building design and place-making,  
and will be appointed by Civic Voice.

The judges’ decision will be final.

At the discretion of the judging panel there  
may also be a number of commended entries.

In the event of the judges being unable to 
determine a single award winner it will be left  
to their discretion to offer a joint award.

The judges will publish their citations for  
the winner and commended entries. This 
information will be made available online.

Terms and conditions
In submitting an entry for consideration for  
the award it is assumed by Civic Voice that:

  The nominating body will have secured the 
agreement of the building owner, architect/
designer, prior to submitting the application. 
  This should include permission to submit  
all necessary information and publication  
of entry images on the award’s website (and 
the use of the same to promote the award). 
  Information provided by nominees will only 
be used for the purposes of the award. 
  Personal contact information will not be 
disclosed to other parties.


