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Introduction  

The Government’s proposals for a new High Speed Rail link between Birmingham and The North 
have profound implications for the communities and places along its route. This briefing summarises 
Civic Voice’s views.   

What is HS2? 

HS2 is a project to build a high speed rail line from London to Manchester and Leeds, via Birmingham 
to begin operation in 2026 and be completed in 2032. The preferred route of phase two goes north 
from Birmingham along two branches, with new stations at Toton near Nottingham, Sheffield, Leeds, 
Manchester and Manchester Airport. Phase one's London-Birmingham link has faced considerable 
opposition.  

The Department for Transport have said that HS2 phase two would virtually halve journey times 
between Birmingham and Manchester - to 41 minutes - and between London and Manchester from 
two hours and eight minutes to one hour and eight minutes. 

Speeds of up to 250mph on HS2 will also reduce a Birmingham to Leeds journey from two hours to 
57 minutes, while phase one will cut London-Birmingham travel to 49 minutes, from the current one 
hour and 24 minutes. 

Civic Voice thoughts 

We recognise the benefits that can be provided by strategic investment in rail services.  The particular 
benefits of high speed rail need to be further demonstrated by the advocates and underpinned by 
more robust evidence of demand.  We believe any proposals will need to demonstrate they can 
achieve all of the following: 

 support urban regeneration over greenfield development 
 integrate with transport policy to support investment in other rail services, increase rail freight 

and shift trips from air and road to rail 
 support moves to a low carbon economy 
 maximum protection for the local environment and heritage. 

We look for a more bespoke and flexible approach which moves beyond assumptions about applying 
international standards and speeds to reflect the sensitive English landscape and townscape through 
which the line passes.  

We look for an approach which achieves more local as well as national benefits. 

We would welcome a broad approach to mitigation being developed at the earliest stage, working with 
the affected communities to address both the direct and indirect impacts. 

To achieve these outcomes we believe: 

 the design speed of the line should be reflect the sensitivity of the frequently intimate 
landscapes and townscapes through which it passes, allowing for a more sensitive and 
curved route and design with significantly reduced energy consumption and only a minor 
impact on journey times  

 a full audit of the cumulative impacts should be undertaken on undesignated townscape, 
landscape, heritage, wildlife and buildings and on the rights of way network should be 
undertaken - this should shape the route assessment and inform early discussion on 
mitigation 

https://www.gov.uk/hs2-phase-two-initial-preferred-route-plan-and-profile-maps
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 there should be a design brief for the route which reflects local distinctiveness 
 stations should be located to support urban renewal and not on greenfield sites  
 binding commitments are needed that HS2 will not be developed at the expense of 

investment elsewhere in the rail network. 

Air/Rail/Road 

High Speed Rail proposals need to be set in the context of a long-term transport strategy stating clear 
objectives. HS2 cannot be built in isolation so we need sustained, additional capital investment in 
existing road and rail networks to meet increased demand. Ministers must work hard to secure real 
consensus on the route, to avoid the project being hit by years of delays. 

Air and rail needs to be much better connected, and so it is welcome to see the Y-network serving 
Manchester airport directly. But by the same token it is disappointing to see a direct connection to 
Heathrow left out altogether. If the Davies Commission recommends that Heathrow should remain the 
UK’s main hub airport, then the first section of HS2 ought to run through Heathrow, not around it.  

Mitigating the impact 

Early public involvement in the development of major infrastructure proposals, including High Speed 
Rail, is essential. People need to be involved when all options are open for discussion and effective 
participation can take place. 

High Speed Rail proposals need to be designed from the start to avoid significant adverse impacts on 
the natural environment, cultural heritage and local communities (including biodiversity, landscape, 
tranquillity and access) during construction and operation. 

What are the supporters saying? 

The Labour Party has admitted that they would go ahead with the scheme because it was originally 
proposed by them. 

What are the opponents saying? 

Critics argue that HS2's predicted economic benefits have been overestimated by the government, 
and suggest swathes of picturesque countryside will be blighted by the railway. Stop HS2 is firmly of 
the opinion that the whole HS2 project is fundamentally flawed. They believe it should be cancelled as 
soon as possible, so that we can concentrate on investing in the current transport infrastructure. 

What next 

Construction of the London-West Midlands route is expected to begin around 2017, once Parliament 
has approved the necessary powers, probably in 2015. 

More information 

More information on the detail of HS2 can be accessed via 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/  

http://assets.dft.gov.uk/hs2-phase-two-media-assets/  

http://stophs2.org/  

http://www.hs2.org.uk/
http://assets.dft.gov.uk/hs2-phase-two-media-assets/
http://stophs2.org/

