
 
 
 

The Holy Well –Listing as an Asset of Community Value 
 
The site of The Holy Well is situated in Kings Newton, Derbyshire which is in the Parish 
of Melbourne. It consists of a small triangular shaped plot of land on a steeply sloping 
site amounting to about 179 square yards. A small stream skirts the SE boundary and a 
hedgerow to the NW. Steep steps lead down to a wellhead covered by a stone edifice 
beside a paved platform area. Vegetation and trees cover the remaining area. A stone 
plaque describes its history. 
 
The Well has a long history.  The Hastinge family of Donington Hall were the original 
owners of this land and in 1662 Robert Hardinge marked the head of a spring by 
constructing an arched stone structure in the picturesque manner on this part of his 
estate.  The structure lasted for over 300 years until the roots of a nearby ash tree 
caused its collapse.  The original stones were lost, and by the 1960s the site had 
become a dumping ground. 
 
The owner of the site moved away from the area soon after its purchase in 1960 and its 
condition continued to deteriorate.  Melbourne Civic Society decided to celebrate the 
tenth anniversary of its foundation in 1985 by restoring the historic Holy Well in Kings 
Newton. A new wellhead was constructed along with a viewing platform, well and 
wooden steps. This work was done with the agreement of the owner who offered no 
input.  The Society has maintained the site since then. Members of the Society’s 
Committee each month take in turns to check its condition and clear debris and any 
litter. A working party is formed if any minor works are required.  
 
When it was discovered that the owner of the land had died (maintaining contact had 
been fraught with difficulties) the Civic Society was anxious to secure the future of the 
historic site and believed this was only possible if it was in the ownership of a body or 
organisation committed to its preservation. 
 
The Society successfully applied to South Derbyshire County Council for it to be listed 
as an Asset of Community Value under the Localism Act. 
It is hoped that when the time comes for its disposal funds can be raised for its 
purchase, possibly by the local Parish Council, so that the Society can continue its 
stewardship.  
 
The following is an extract from the submission for the request for its listing:- 
 
The nominated land has been a well signposted local landmark to which the local 
community has had complete freedom of access for nearly 30 years. 
It is a haven of peace and tranquillity, ideal for quiet contemplation and the enjoyment 
of nature. 
 
It is a favourite resting place for walkers being on the route of a well-used local footpath. 
It is a site of local historical interest and source of local pride. 
It has achieved a higher profile in recent years being referenced in Holy Wells of Britain 
by Janet Bord. It is also a favourite destination for geocache enthusiasts achieving 100 
visitors in the last 2 years. The well has even been used for a well dressing by local 
guides. 
 
The aim is for the land to continue to remain in the caring stewardship of Melbourne 
Civic Society for the foreseeable future in order to satisfy the social well being of the 
community; culturally, recreationally and spiritually. 
 


