
Ideas          Exchange Evening  

                         Localism: Pipe Dream or the Real Deal 

 
 

 

On Tuesday 16th July Westminster City Council organised an “ideas exchange meeting” in 

Westminster as part of an ongoing series bringing together people in central and local 

government to discuss current issues and ideas. Civic Voice attended this debate.  

 

Panel members were Andrew Haldenby (Director of Reform) and Andrew Collinge (Assistant 

Director Intelligence and Analysis GLA). Both addressed the meeting for about 10 minutes 

each on the subject of the relationship between central and local government at this stage in 

the economic cycle. What they said was interesting but not memorable, being couched in 

language and using terms which are no doubt the common currency of high flying civil 

servants and advisers but seem only distantly related to English to the ordinary man in the 

street, otherwise known as “the electorate.”  

 

The keynote speaker was the Right Hon. Greg Clark MP Financial Secretary and Cities 

Minister, HM Treasury, who will be known to many in the civic society movement as the 

principle architect of The Localism Act 2012 and the National Planning Policy Framework. 

(Greg attended a Civic Voice workshop on localism in 2010 – read the report here.) 

 

Greg Clark was introduced as “one of the governments thinkers” and it become immediately 

apparent when he started his talk that this was someone with a very clear philosophy about 

localism and the similarity between his views on the subject and those of people who are 

active in the civic society movement.  

 

His key points were: 

 

 The importance of “place in the economy”. Not just nation to nation but city to city 

and town to town.  

 The importance of the built environment and what the culture of a place is like from 

the point of view of economic wellbeing. The fact that “economic policy makers have 

been curiously blind to the importance of this.” 

 That no two places are alike and that individual solutions have to be found to 

achieving sustainable economic growth. 

 That the retention of the character and heritage of our towns and cities is of “seismic 

importance” to the success of the economy.” 

 In answer to a question from Civic Voice about the role of the voluntary sector, like 

civic societies, in all of this he said:  ”The role of the voluntary sector is very important 

especially if we can transfer more powers down to the local level but added that “It is 

difficult to prise the fingers off the levers of power and hand them over to local 

people” 

 

Greg Clarke MP is a person who is very sympathetic to the values and activities of the civic 

movement and is someone we engaged with effectively during the introduction of the 

National Planning Policy Framework.  

 

Civic Voice will be approaching Greg Clarke for a meeting in the near future. 

http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Civic_Societies_and_Localism_report.pdf

