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Civic Voice
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Civic Voice priorities….
Civic societies are in clear agreement as to which themes and issues
they want us campaigning on after the crisis. There are three clear areas
of work that civic societies think we should prioritise:
1. Giving local communities more influence in planning and placemaking
decisions
2. Bringing new life to town and city centres
3. Protecting and enhancing Conservation Areas
4. Championing high quality design

Our policy calls will prioritise retaining the voice of
communities in the planning system
1. Whilst we welcome Conservation areas being labelled as ‘protected’ other government measures such
as PDR, ‘weakens‘ protection and are actually a harmful impact on conservation areas. We need to roll
back on PDR.
2. Strengthening Statements of Community Involvement on a local level.
3. We welcome the opportunity for earlier engagement, but the Local Plan stage should not be the sole
place for public involvement

4. We must ensure there are opportunities for local input as development schemes evolve and make
their way through the planning process. Communities should be able to make representations on the
detail and designs of individual planning applications.
5. If design codes and design guides are the way forward, civic societies must have a formal status at
this point.
6. If the Local-plan stage becomes the only stage for public involvement, Civic Societies should have a
formal voice at the 6-month window for ‘call for sites/deciding zones’ stage. Civic Societies should
also have a formal status at the 6 week window when the opportunity to comment on the local plan is not
sufficient. https://civicvoiceblog.wordpress.com/2021/04/30/planning-is-changing-how-will-communitiesfit-into-this-new-system-could-a-formal-voice-for-civic-societies-be-the-answer/
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/-civic-voice-highlights-concerns-in-draft-response-to-planning-white-paper//

‘The Government is salami slicing the role of the community in the planning
system’
Halifax Civic Trust
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Supporting and informing you
• Delivering training 64 societies attended a
training session
Introduction to Planning
Statements of Community Involvement
• Supported the Coventry Society and
• The Enfield Society on public engagement
campaigns
• civic update
• Membership Monday……

Researching Statements of
Community Involvement
• 11% (31) of SCIs specifically mention the local civic society.
• 48% (134) of SCIs make a general reference to consulting ‘civic societies’.
• The oldest SCI is dated 2006.
• 80% (275) of local authorities responded to the FOI request for information on
SCIs.
• 30% (82) of SCIs are ‘out of date’ i.e. more than 5 years old (dated 2014 or
earlier).
• 66% of Civic Voice members know what a Statement of Community
Involvement is and its purpose

Civic Voice conference on October 15th 2021?
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Recent announcements –
Successive changes to the planning system

Autumn 2021
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The Burges,
Coventry
• Conservation Area at
Risk
• High Street Heritage
Action Zone
• Huge investment ££
• Mixed commercial
uses
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NOT IN A CONSERVATION AREA
 Changes between ‘High Street ‘ uses
 Offices to residential
 Class E to residential
 Upward extensions
 Demolition & rebuild as housing
 Larger extensions (shops, banks, offices etc)

IN A CONSERVATION AREA
 Changes between ‘High Street ‘ uses
 Offices to residential
 Class E to residential
 Small extensions (shops, banks,
offices etc)
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Where do we want to focus our energy as a civic society movement?
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‘we will streamline the opportunity for consultation at the
planning application stage, because this adds delay to the
process and allows a small minority of voices, some from the
local area and often some not, to shape outcomes’

National Model Design Code

Design Code Pilots and wider support
• 14 councils across England given £50,000 each to develop new design
codes
• Codes will set out design principles for new development in local areas
• Local design codes will be expected to enhance the character of the local
area – for example by using honey-coloured stone in the Cotswolds or red
brick in the Midlands
• Selected areas will test how to give communities a real say in the layout,
design and appearance of buildings in their area –
• Sefton Council and Hyndburn are the pilot in the North West
• Leeds, Peckham, Colchester, Tiverton, Hereford, Buckingham, Wetherby
Societies to join a working group with us

If design codes and design guides are the way forward, civic societies must have a formal status at this
point.

• Are you aware that the LPA has been
designated as a pilot for a local design code
• Have you been approached to participate in
any discussions about the design code
• Would you want to participate in the
process to establish a design code
• Do you have the skills to participate? If not,
what can we support you with

Design Code Pilots and wider support

All Party Parliamentary Group for Civic
Societies….. TBC

Sarah Olney MP, Vice- Chair TBC

Craig Mackinlay MP, Chair TBC
Yvette Cooper MP, Vice- Chair TBC
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