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External review of government planning practice guidance (the Taylor Review) 

Introduction 

In October 2012, Lord Taylor was asked to lead a review on the existing 7,000 plus 
pages of Government Planning Practice guidance which supports the 
implementation of national planning policy, and which DCLG owns or owns with 
other Government Departments or agencies. The aim was to enable the production 
of an accessible and more effective set of practice guidance, dramatically reducing 
the existing guidance, and ensuring that new guidance supports effective planning.  

The Review Group were asked to consider: 

 the existing suite of planning practice guidance either owned by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), or owned jointly 
by DCLG and other government departments or agencies; and 

 what new practice guidance may be needed to support effective 
implementation of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

To quote Lord Taylor “It is very clear that the system itself is no longer fit for purpose: 
it is currently neither an effective suite of planning practice guidance to support plan 
making and development management by the sector as a whole, nor is it in a form 
which can be effectively managed and kept up-to-date by Government” 

On 21 December 2012 the government welcomed the report of the review and 
announced a  consultation on the group’s recommendations. 

The review recommends that the government aims to complete the following by 28 
March 2013 (one year since publication of the NPPF). 

What are the recommendations? 

The review group’s report makes recommendations as to the scope and form of 
practice guidance that should be provided in future by government to support 
effective planning; what new or updated practice guidance should be published, with 
clear priorities; and what guidance should be cancelled. 

 The review recommends that the government urgently set up a website, 
structured around the text of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 
to host updated government guidance on planning practice from across all 
departments. 

 The website should be authoritative and come within the responsibilities of the 
chief planner. It should provide information that is free and easy to access, 
clear, coherent and – critically – up-to-date. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/planning-practice-guidance-should-be-simpler
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-planning-practice-guidance
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/nppf
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 This substantial overhaul of planning practice guidance will affect the work of 
elected members, planning officers and staff in other departments and 
organisations that have a stake in the planning system. 

The full recommendations can be read at: 
http://planningguidance.readandcomment.com/recommendations/  

What is the Government’s view? 

The official Government line is: 

“The Government welcomes the overall recommendations of the report, which is 
clear that guidance can add real value to planning practice. Guidance can have a 
crucial role in helping identify what information is required at different stages of the 
planning process. This ensures proportionality and that decisions are appropriately 
informed without undue burdens being placed on users of the planning process. 

The Government also recognises the Review Group’s findings that the current 
guidance taken as a whole is neither an effective suite of planning practice guidance, 
nor is it in a form which can be effectively managed and kept up-to-date. The 
Review’s Report states that it is critical that Government should ensure there is a 
new, fit for purpose and much reduced guidance set in place, which should be pro-
actively managed and remain up-to-date, in order to add real value to planning 
practice. 

The Government notes that the Review Group recommend that the greatest priority 
is establishing a single, coherent and up-to-date suite of only essential guidance 
which is easily accessible on-line. The Review Group has also identified which 
existing guidance and gaps in guidance it believes urgently need to be revised or 
filled because they are particularly vital for the delivery of effective planning.” 

Civic Voice thoughts 

The general principles of the review are worthy but the proposal to cancel certain 
guidance without a replacement being available because "these are considered to be 
well understood and mainstreamed in planning work" is ill-advised.  We believe that 
there is still need for guidance on issues such as neighbourhood planning, town 
centres, green belt, heritage conservation, and housing and for general design 
issues.   

CLG Consultation 
 
The Government is now consulting on the report until 15 February. 
 
To contribute to Civic Voice’s response please email your comments 
to info@civicvoice.org.uk by 5 February, in order to give us time to collate our 
responses.  

http://planningguidance.readandcomment.com/recommendations/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-planning-practice-guidance
mailto:info@civicvoice.org.uk

